, It also collaborates with different scientific organizations
and institutes. It is undoubtedly better organized and has far
better facilities than the German Research Sociefy, whose
principal task is to present the problems and then work out
{he solutions in conjunction with the proper institutions. The
work of the German Society is restricted principally to actual
building practice.

The importance of building research has long been recognized
in &e United States, but the work is not under government
supervision. In keeping with American ideas regarding the
state and political economy in general, the work is carried out
by individual architects, engineers and those interested in
social welfare work. There is a society in Washington known
as "Better Homes in America", which is interested in improv-
ing housing conditions and carries out research work connec-
tion with building methods and materials. This society has
branches throughout the country. President Hoover is Hon-
orary President of the organization.

Extensive research work is also carried on by the Research
Institute for Economic Housing which is particularly interested
in the question of small apartments. The main work is done
at Columbia University, while the individual problems are
worked out in collaboration with research organizations and
laboratories connected with universities and industrial
concerns.

The institutes in the three aforesaid countries are closely
associated in the work of improving housing conditions, ex-
changing ideas and experiences and 'working toward a general
rationalization in building circles. The research institutes in
the leading technical countries will succeed in awakening interest
in their work, not only in their own country but in others
interested in such progress. They are therefore very important
factors in promoting reciprocal interest and understanding
among the nations.                                             Emd
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